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LACUNA (2016-2022)

Perhaps the most difficult thing to explain about the Irish border is the importance of its insignificance.
Katy Hayward, Professor of Political Sociology, Queen’s University, Belfast. 2021

LACUNA considers the physical and psychological 
impact of the 1921 Partition of Ireland on the 
young people of its borderlands. The project 
documents the Irish frontier as a post-conflict 
space, challenging the fixity of the territorial 
border by providing a counter-narrative through 
the experience of youth. Born after the Good 
Friday Agreement, they have never experienced a 
‘hard’, militarised border. In the centenary of 
partition and in the light of Brexit, the border is 
invisible to them. In their daily life, moving freely 
between the North and the South is a given.

In this project, space is given to these, usually 
overlooked, middle spaces whose destinies are 
irremediably determined by politics, through 
photographs, audio-visual pieces, testimonies, 
archival footage and contemporary visual 
materials. Thus, facilitating a space for the young 
people of the Irish borderlands to write their own 
histories. Through a series of composite archival 
pieces the past and present is compressed, 
proposing new relations of timelines and voices. 

LACUNA transcends the Irish case and appeals 
to all histories of division. Its invitation to listen 
to the young people in the borderlands 
embraces the act of ‘listening’ as a firm political 
position. It employs myth and imagination to 
explore and represent the territory 
conceptually, affectively and visually.

Supported by: Arts Council of Ireland, Irish Research 
Council & Photo Museum Ireland

katenolan.ie
katenolan@gmail.com



Untitled (Girl), 2017
Archival pigment print mounted on diabond and framed. Edition of 5 +1AP
125x100cm 1



Searching for Finn McCool, 2019. 
Archival pigment print mounted on diabond and framed. 
150x100cm
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The Flax Plant, A Century after Green, 2021
Archival pigment print, floating in box frame with museum glass. 
15.5x23cm 3



Untitled (Boy), 2017
Archival pigment print mounted on diabond and framed
125x100cm 4
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Egyptian Arch, 2020
Archival pigment print mounted on diabond and framed
25x40cm 8



Untitled, 2022. 
Archival pigment print mounted on diabond and framed
90x60cm 9



Spelga Dam, Mourne Mountains, 2019
Archival pigment print mounted on diabond and framed
120x80cm 10



Untitled, 2017
Archival pigment print mounted on diabond and framed
130x114cm 11
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Kilbroney Integrated Primary School #3 (Triptych), 2019
Archival pigment print mounted on diabond and framed
100x67cm 
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Untitled (Diptych), 2023
Archival pigment print, framed with glass 
100x50cm
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Archival Composition #1, 2023
Archival RC print on munken paper, mounted floating in stained walnut black box frame with glass
30x40cm / 35x45cm Framed 16



Archival Composition #2, 2023
Archival RC print on munken paper, mounted floating in stained walnut black box frame with glass
30x40cm / 35x45cm Framed 17



Archival Composition #4, 2023
Archival RC print on munken paper, mounted floating in stained walnut black box frame with glass
30x40cm / 35x45cm Framed 19



Archival Composition #5, 2023
Archival RC print on munken paper, mounted floating in stained walnut black box frame with glass
30x40cm / 35x45cm Framed 20



Archival Composition #6, 2023
Archival RC print on munken paper, mounted floating in stained walnut black box frame with glass
30x40cm / 35x45cm Framed 21
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Place Between, 2023
12 compositions printed on munken paper, mounted with glass
12 sheets 26,7x37cm / 145x125 framed 22
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Elemental #1 (Water), 2021
Two stripes / Printed on polyester framed
305x80cm (1mm width) 23



Elemental #2 (Fire), 2021
Two stripes / Printed on polyester framed
305x80cm (1mm width) 24
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HAVING REGARD, 2022
Single channel with sound, colour & monochrome, 8min
Composer: Irene Buckley
Link: https://vimeo.com/922118595/5f2669c154?share=copy

28

https://vimeo.com/922118595/5f2669c154?share=copy


LACUNA, 2017
Single channel with sound, colour & monochrome, 8min
Composer: Gavin O’Brien
Central Video: https://vimeo.com/810594091/858a2efd95?share=copy
Left channel: https://vimeo.com/810583312/c7f23f583c?share=copy
Right channel: https://vimeo.com/810607319/1cf8dc7d51?share=copy 29

https://vimeo.com/810594091/858a2efd95?share=copy
https://vimeo.com/810583312/c7f23f583c?share=copy
https://vimeo.com/810607319/1cf8dc7d51?share=copy


LACUNA Works:

21 printed works – wall mounted

2 sculptural elements – 4 polyester strips hung from ceiling

2 video pieces – HAVING REGARD, single channel with sound, colour & monochrome, 8min

   LACUNA, three channel with sound, monochrome, 15min  

3 vitrines – books, texts, photographic prints, lightbox, map and drawings

1 audio piece – Fish and Chips, 03:40min 


